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Website Intro/Forward

Welcome to Being Alive San Diego

Thank you for taking the time to access this website and gather vital information regarding HIV disease and its impact on San Diego and your family.

After two decades of fighting HIV disease the statistics are frightening:

“Between 1992 and 2002 alone, the proportion of new AIDS cases diagnosed in the state of California doubled for women, from 7% to 14%. Over the same time period, the rate of new AIDS diagnoses among young people between the ages of 13 and 19 quadrupled.”

                                                                        AIDS Partnership California, 2004

Approximately 135,000 Californians have been diagnosed with AIDS since the beginning of the epidemic. Today, between 108,000 and 125,000 people are estimated to be living with HIV disease in California, with 8,000 to 9,000 new infections each year. Approximately 20,000 people are living with HIV right here in San Diego. That number grows larger every day.

What can be done?

Studies prove that children who talk regularly with their parents about difficult issues such as: HIV/AIDS, Unwanted Pregnancy, Sexually Transmitted Diseases (STD’s) and Drug Abuse are less likely to engage in behavior that places them at risk and more likely to “stand their ground” when peers are pressuring them.
The management and staff of Being Alive San Diego have compiled a body of information and resources to help you take this important first step of discussing HIV/AIDS with your child. It is our greatest hope that this information keeps your child and family HIV free.
After reading our brochure “How to Talk to Your Kid’s About HIV/AIDS” we invite you to check out related links at:  www.nick.com (Nickelodeon), www.dhs.ca.gov/AIDS  (California State Office of AIDS), www.advocatesforyouth.org (My Voice Counts, Youth Action Center), www.caps.ucsf.edu/parent-child.html (Center for AIDS Prevention Studies, University of California-San Francisco) and www.pta.org  (National PTA Organization)
We hope that you will find more than enough information to begin speaking with your Children right away, in your own words, before it’s too late.

